What is numeracy?

Numeracy is a vital skill that is important
in everyday life. It is about being
confident when solving problems, making
decisions and analysing situations that
involve numbers. Numeracy is key to
lifelong learning, e.g. it enables a young
person to understand scientific concepts,
interpret figures, understand cause and
effect etc. Like all learning, it begins in
the home and continues in nursery with,
for example, counting, songs and rhythms.
As children move to primary school they
use numeracy in a wide range of everyday
activities at school and in activities
outwith school, and at play. Portlethen
Primary School recognises the importance
of numeracy in learning and in life and
promotes numeracy across all areas of
the curriculum, ensuring that children
develop the necessary skills and the
confidence to apply numeracy skills
throughout their learning.

Early Level numeracy

In the Early Level it is important that the

foundations are laid which ensure that
children are enthusiastic about maths and
find it enjoyable. Basic numeracy skills are
vitally important and will be practised
throughout Primary 1. The children will be
encouraged to develop the skills they are
learning in a range of creative ways.

Active Learning

% Activities in the class might be
undertaken independently, with a
partner or as part of a group. Maths
activities are planned to encourage
children to actively engage physically
and mentally with mathematical
concepts. Learning activities in Early
Level are mostly play based in order
for children to engage fully with the
curriculum. Play based activities can
take the form of games, interactive
displays, computer activities and role
play scenarios using real life and
imaginary contexts.

Problem Solving

% Children are encouraged to deepen
their understanding of mathematical
concepts and are fully supported to
develop their problem-solving
knowledge and skills to familiar real-
life contexts. The skills developed
through real-life problem solving
activities are vitally important in
order for children to apply their
knowledge to the real world as they
mature.

Number & Number Processes

% Children will be taught correct
number formations and will develop
order numbering skills through a
range of mathematical concepts.

Time, Money & Measurement

% Children will be given opportunities
to develop their knowledge of time
and money and will be able to apply
their knowledge to real life
contexts.

% Children will experience the language
of weight, length, height, mass and
capacity of familiar objects through
comparison and estimating.
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